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NEWS FROM THE 

NURSE  

New Changes for  2012 

Illinois has passed a new regula-

tion for the Tdap immunizations 

(tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular 

pertussis), effective this next 

school year, 2012-2013.   This is 

due to increasing numbers of 

cases of pertussis or whooping 

cough in the state of Illinois.  This 

regulation applies to all students 

entering sixth  through 12th 

grades. 

The regulation states that ñany 

child entering sixth grade shall 

show proof of receiving one 

dose of Tdap vaccine regardless 

of the interval since the last 

DTaP, DT or TD dose.  DTap is 

what most children get up until 

kindergarten age, but a few have 

received the DT (childhood diph-

theria & tetanus), or Td (adult 

tetanus & diphtheria) given after 

kindergarten age.   Also, students  

grades 6 through 11 who have 

not already received a Tdap are 

required to receive one dose of 

the vaccine regardless of the in-

terval since the last DTaP, DT or 

Td dose.  Almost all of our 9th 

graders on up, have already re-

ceived a dose of Tdap, so they 

will not need to repeat the im-

munization before graduation, 

however if it is not documented 

that they have received the Tdap, 

they will have to receive this 

vaccine. 

The Mercer County Health De-

partment is planning to hold clin-

ics on April 25th at the intermedi-

ate in the morning and the junior 

high in the afternoon.  A clinic 

will be held at the high school on 

May 9th.  More information will 

be sent home regarding these 

clinics.   A letter will be sent 

home in February to students in 

grades 6 thru 11 who will be 

needing to receive this vaccine, or 

for those who need to show proof 

of the vaccine. 

If you have any questions please 

contact either Becky Hyett  at 582

-5350 ext. 4 or Jeri Stanford  at        

584-4174. 
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street or highway of this State 

must wear a properly adjusted 

safety belt, with specified excep-

tions.ó (cyberdriveillinois.com) 

How is this different? Now eve-

ryone, front and rear passengers, 

are required to wear safety belts 

at all times. Please remember 

this when you are travelling as 

the reduction of traffic accident 

fatalities is our goal. We have 

had numerous accidents here in 

 With each new year 

come updates from Springfield 

regarding our criminal statutes. 

Whether they be revisions of 

existing laws or new laws entire-

ly. Most notably this year comes 

a provision to the òSeatbelts 

Requiredó law (625 ILCS 5/12-

603.1). Effective 01/01/2012 

òéevery driver and passenger of 

a motor vehicle operated on a 

MCHS CHORAL STUDENT IN IMEA ALL -STATE CHORUS 

8th Grade EXPLORE tests are in! 

Mercer County Jr. High 

Goes to Contest 

Jr. High Music Student will travel to 
Geneseo  for contest on Saturday, 
March 10, 2012.  The Band and 
Chorus will be performing and 
also solo and ensembles will per-
form that day.  Both the band and 
chorus students are working hard 
and getting ready to participate. All 
parents are invited to join us that 

day. 

The MCHS Choral Department 
is proud to announce that a 
Concert Choir student was se-
lected to sing at the 2012 IMEA 
All-State Convention in Peoria 
on January 25-28.  Participation 
is based solely upon individual 
auditions held this past October.  
Ninety to one hundred students 
from IMEA District II audition in 
each vocal section.  There are 9 

IMEA Districts in the state.  In 
the Chorus Division, Juniors 
and Seniors who score the 
highest in their vocal section in 
each IMEA District are selected 
to participate in All-State.  Sen-
ior chorus member Sam Whan 
qualified to sing Tenor I in the 
All-State Chorus.  Following 
many hours of rehearsal, the 
choir presented an outstanding 
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NEW BOSTON 
ELEMENTARY will conduct 

a screening of all 0 - 5 year old 

children and in the areas of 

vision, hearing, speech, 

behavior and other 

developmental areas.   

 

APPOINTMENTS ARE 
NECESSARY.  You can make 

an appointment for your child 

by calling New Boston 

Elementary School at (309) 587

-8141.  
  

Appointments for the 

screening are:  
February 28th from  9:30 am - 

2:00 pm at the First Baptist 

Church in Joy 

February 29th  from  12:00 

(noon) -6:00 pm at the First 

Baptist Church in Joy 

 

 

APOLLO ELEMENTARY 
will conduct their screening of 

all 0-5 year old children in the 

areas of vision, hearing, speech, 

behavior and other 

developmental areas.   

 

APPOINTMENTS ARE 
NECESSARY.  You can make 

an appointment for your child 

by calling Apollo Elementary 

School at (309) 582-5350. 

 

Appointments for the 

screening are:  
February 23rd. from  9:00 am -

3:30 pm at the Aledo Methodist 

Church 

March 1st . from  9:00am - 1:00 

pm at the Aledo Methodist 

Church 

 

 

The screening program is a free 

service provided cooperatively 

by the Mercer County School 

District, Black Hawk Area 

Special Education District, 

Mercer County Department of 

Public Health, and the HMW 

Regional Office of Education  

#27. 

public concert on January 28th in 
the Peoria Civic Center Arena.  
The All-State Chorus was con-
ducted by Dr. Karyl Carlson, 
Illinois State University, Normal.  
Also performing in the concert 
was the All-State Band and All-
State Orchestra.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS SAM!!! 

The EXPLORE scores are 

in.  The students will receive 

their scores on January 19th 

and should be bringing them 

home to the parents and/or 

guardians. Mrs. Jones, guid-

ance counselor will be 

explaining the scores and 

career interest inventory to 

the students.  They will 

then doing some research 

on those careers by access-

ing www.explorestudent.org. 

If you would like to have the-

se scores explained to you, 

please call Mrs. Jones at 

584-4174 on Tuesday, Thurs-

day, or Friday mornings.  

Mercer County where, if the 

rear passenger(s) had been 

wearing their safety belt(s), 

their injuries could have been 

reduced or their lives saved. 

For a full listing of new/

amended provisions please 

visit the Secretary of Stateõs 

website: cyberdrivei l l i -

nois.com.  

Murphyõs Law  - by Officer John Murphy 

Feb. 8 

Circa ô21 HS Workshop/Matinee (selected Choir 
students); Rock Island; Bus departs HS @ 8:15 am, 
returns HS approx. 3:45 pm 

Feb. 21 

Symphony Day (5th Grade); Adler Theater in Daven-
port; Buses depart MCIS @ 11:45 am, return MCIS 
@ 2:45 pm  

3-Mar 
IHSA Solo & Ensemble Music Contest (selected HS 
Chorus & Band students); Rockridge; TBA 

Music Department Dates 

http://cyberdriveillinois.com
http://www.explorestudent.org
http://cyberdriveillinois.com
http://cyberdriveillinois.com


a day in advance.  The students enjoy 
visitors very much, but sometimes it 
can be a distraction (such as test 
time). 
Please send a note to your childĴs 
teacher to arrange a time to visit. 

Many times parents will call or drop in 
the office and ask if they can visit their 
childĴs room.  We have been asked by the 
teachers to let you know that you are 
always welcome to visit.  They do ask 
that you make the arrangements at least 

Preschool Screening for 0-5 Year Olds  

Visiting the Classroom  

book bags in case they get their feet 
wet.  The students really enjoy getting 
outside for the fresh air and 
play! 

Outdoor Recess  
NBE will go outside for recess if the tem-
perature is 16 degrees with the wind 
chill or higher.  Please send them in boots 
and warm coat, snow pants, hats and 
gloves.  Put an extra pair of socks in the 

The Preschool Screening will be held Feb-
ruary 28th & 29th at the First Baptist 
Church in Joy.  The forms for 0-3 year 
olds will be mailed to those who call and 
make appointments.  The forms for the 3-

5 year olds are included in this news-
letter for you to fill out and bring 
with you.  Please call the office at 309
-587-8141 to make an appointment 
or if you have any questions.  
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News from the Eagleôs Nest 
New Boston  Elementary News  

 Head Lice Information:  
Head lice are not dangerous or 
known to cause disease, but they 
are very contagious.  Lice cannot 
jump from one person to another, 
they are not caused by poor body 
hygiene, and they live on people, 
not animals.  The main symptom 
of head lice is persistent itching, 
especially around the ears or 
neck. 
 Head lice are about the 
size of a sesame seed and are 
grayish/brown, so they are hard 
to see.  Use a bright light when 
checking the head.  If lice are 
found, the child needs to be treat-
ed to eliminate lice and eggs.  The 
key to eliminating the lice and 
their eggs is to get them out of the 
hair, clean the environment, and 
check the hair daily for about ten 
days.  The combs found in the 
treatment kit need to be used dai-
ly until no more nits (eggs) are 
seen. 
 If youĴve treated the 
child (ren), do not treat repeated-
ly with the chemicals, please con-
tact the nurse at school (309) 587
-8141 or public health office 
(309) 582-3759 for advice. 
 Wash bedding, towels 
and clothing in hot water, vacu-
um carpets, furniture, pillows 
and mattresses.  Store things that 
cannot be washed in closed plas-
tic bags for two weeks.  Vacuum 
furniture, bedding and floors 
daily for two weeks.  DonĴt forget 
to wash hats and coats or jackets! 

NBE Students will be selling Cookie Dough  
New Boston Elementary students will be offering gourmet cookie dough for sale 
from March 2nd through March 19th with the orders and money due to the office 
on Monday, March 19th.  Delivery will be April 19th. 

Classroom Treats 
Due to the districtĴs current wellness policy students are not allowed to bring home-made 
treats to school.  That includes class parties, birthdays and class snacks.  Treats must be pre-
packaged or prepared in a state- licensed kitchen facility. 

NBE YEARBOOKS  
We will be selling yearbooks from  
February 13th to March 2nd.   
Order blanks will be coming home soon. 

Spring Pictures -  March 9 

Notes from the Nurse 



2012 Mercer County FFA  

Strawberry Sale 
            

 

FFA is selling fresh Florida Strawberries 

 

    Same Prices as Last Year!!!!! 

$26.00 / flat (8 quarts) 

$18.00 / İ flat (4 quarts) 

$5.00 per quart 
 

 

 

 

       Available for pickup at the Ag. Building:   First week of March (tentative) 

Tentative Order Deadline:  Feb. 17th, 2012 

           Contact any FFA member or use the contact information below: 

Phone:  (309) 582-2223 ext .33 

email:  mchausse@mercerschools.org 

         aheartt@mercerschools.org 

MERCER COUNTY PEP BAND SELECTED TO PERFORM AT IHSA 

GIRLS 1A/2A STATE SEMI-FINALS 
 

The Mercer County Pep Band has been selected to perform at the 1A/2A Girls State Semi-Finals on Friday, 

February 24th.  The Pep Band will play during both sessions of the State Tournament at Redbird Arena, 

Bloomington, IL.  60 students from the Mercer County Band will be selected to be a part of the performance. 

 

Pep Bands are selected by the IHSA to play at the State basketball and volleyball tournaments via mailed 

recordings.  Many schools from the state submit recordings for the chance to play at the 

State Tournaments.  This will be the 3rd time that Mr. Ruggles has taken the Pep Band to 

an IHSA State Tournament.  The Pep Band played at the Boys Finals in 2007 and the 

Girls finals in 2010. 


