
 

FEBRUARY 
2010 

 MERCER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #404 
 
FEBRUARY 1    Freshman HS Boys Basketball, Macomb, There, 6:00 p.m. 
        V/FS HS Girls Basketball, Rockridge, Here, 6:00 p.m. 
        8

th
 Grade Boys Basketball, IESA Regional, TBA, TBA 

        7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade Girls Basketball, ROWVA, Here, 5:30 p.m. 
2 F/S HS Boys Basketball, Stark County, Here, 6:00 p.m. 

8
th

 Grade Boys Basketball, IESA Regional, TBA, TBA 
JH Wrestling, Orion, Here, 5:30 p.m. 

3 V/FS HS Girls Basketball, United, Here, 6:00 p.m. (Pep Band performs) 
4 Freshman HS Boys Basketball, Stark County, There, 6:00 p.m. 

Freshman HS Girls Basketball, Stark County, There, 7:15 p.m. 
7

th
 & 8

th
 Grade Girls Basketball, Kewanee Wethersfield, There, 5:30 p.m. 

Market Day pick up, 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
  6    Varsity HS Wrestling, IHSA Regional, TBA, TBA 
        High School Winter Dance in gym, 8:00-11:00 p.m. 

8 Varsity HS Girls Basketball, IHSA Regional, TBA, TBA 
7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Rockridge, Here, 6:00 p.m. 

AAA Pest Control to spray all district buildings early prior to students’ arrivals. 
9 V/FS HS Boys Basketball, Princeville, There, 6:00 p.m. 

JH Wrestling, Rockridge, There, 5:30 p.m. 
10 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Monmouth-Roseville, There, 5:30 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting, District Office-1002 SW 6
th

 St., 6:30 p.m. 
11 Early Dismissal starting at 11:30 a.m. for Half-Day School Improvement Planning 

JH Wrestling, Monmouth-Roseville, There, 5:30 p.m. 
12 NO SCHOOL – LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY 

 V/FS HS Boys Basketball, Annawan, Here, 5:30 p.m. (Pep Band performs) 
Varsity HS Wrestling, IHSA Sectional, TBA, TBA 

13 V/FS HS Boys Basketball, Elmwood, Here, 6:00 p.m. (Pep Band performs) 
15  Varsity HS Girls Basketball, Sectional, TBA, TBA 
16 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Sherrard, There, 5:30 p.m. 

JH Wrestling, Sherrard, Here, 5:30 p.m. 
PTO Meeting at Apollo, 6:30 p.m. 

17 7
th

 & 8
th

 Girls Basketball, Orion, Here, 5:00 p.m. 
18 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Monmouth ICS, Here, 5:30 p.m. 

JH Wrestling, Orion, There, 5:00 p.m. 
Circa 21 HS Workshop/Matinee 

19 V/FS HS Boys Basketball, United, There, 6:00 p.m. 
Varsity HS Wrestling, IHSA State Finals, TBA, TBA 

  20    JH Wrestling, Canton Tourney, There, 9:30 a.m. 
22 Varsity HS Boys Basketball, IHSA Regional, TBA, TBA 

Varsity HS Girls Basketball, Supersectional, TBA, TBA 
7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Knoxville, Here, 5:30 p.m. 

23 Varsity HS Wrestling, IHSA Team Sectionals, TBA, TBA 
24 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Rockridge, There, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting, District Office, 6:30 p.m. 
25 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Stark County, Here, 5:30 p.m. 

Pre-school screening (3 to 5 yr. olds) for future Apollo students, Aledo United Methodist 
Church (See more information in bulletin article.) 
Athletic Booster Meeting at high school, 7:00 p.m. 

26 Varsity HS Girls Basketball, IHSA State Finals, TBA, TBA 
27 Varsity HS Wrestling, IHSA Team Finals, TBA, TBA 

JH Wrestling, IESA Regional, TBA, TBA 
MARCH 1     NO SCHOOL – CASIMIR PULASKI DAY 

7
th

 & 8
th

 Girls Basketball, Monmouth-Roseville, Here, 5:30 p.m. 
2 Varsity HS Boys Basketball, IHSA Sectional, TBA, TBA 

ISAT Tests given (March 2-12) 
3 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Sherrard, Here, 5:30 p.m. 

JH Wrestling, IESA Sectional, TBA, TBA 



 
 
6     7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, TBA, TBA, 10:00 a.m. 

       IHSA Solo/Ensemble Contest, UTHS 
8     7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Orion, There, 5:30 p.m. 

9 Varsity HS Boys Basketball, IHSA Supersectional, TBA, TBA 
10 7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, Knoxville, There, 5:30 p.m. 

Preschool screening (3 to 5 yr. olds) for future New Boston students, First Baptist Church in 
Joy (See more information in bulletin articles.)  (March 10

th
 & 11

th
) 

11 FFA Banquet 
12   Varsity HS Boys Basketball, IHSA State Finals, TBA, TBA 
       7

th
 & 8

th
 Girls Basketball, PLC Tournament, TBA, TBA 

       JH Wrestling, IESA Finals, TBA, TBA 
       High School Play, “Arsenic & Old Lace”, HS auditorium, (March 12

th
 & 13

th
) 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CHORAL STUDENT 
 

The Mercer County choral department is proud to announce that Jeffry Rumburg has been selected to sing at 
the 2010 IMEA All-State Convention in Peoria on January 27-30.  Participation is based solely upon individual 
auditions held last October.  There are 9 IMEA Districts in the state.  Sixty to ninety students from IMEA 
District 2 audition in each vocal section.  Juniors and seniors who score the highest in their vocal section in 
each IMEA district are selected to participate at the state level.  Jeffry will be singing Tenor I in the All-State 
Chorus.  Following many hours of rehearsal, the All-State Chorus, along with the All-State Band and 
Orchestra, will present a public concert on Saturday, January 30, 1:00 p.m. in the Peoria Civic Center Arena.  
The All-State Chorus conductor is Dr. Robert Sinclair, Vander Cook College of Music, Chicago.  Admission 
will be charged at the door.  Congratulations Jeffry!!! 
 

SCHOOL BUS CAUTION 
 

As the buses are transporting our students to and from school, particular caution should be given.  Buses 
need to make wide turns so we need to allow for this and give them room to do so.  When buses are leaving 
or picking up students at the schools, cars should maintain their distance until the busses depart.  The bus 
drivers are trying to do their job by getting the children to and from school in a safe manner.  Buses normally 
run on a time schedule every day so if need, be, parents that are dropping off or picking up students should 
get to the schools either before or after the bus drop off or pick up.  Cooperation between all drivers will 
ensure safe transportation for our students. 
 

REMINDER TO PARENTS 
 

If your child is absent from school please call the school office prior to the opening of school.  Their 
telephone numbers are:  Apollo (582-5350); New Boston (587-8141); Intermediate (582-2441); Jr. High (584-
4174); and High School (582-2223). 
 

PRESCHOOL SCREENING FOR CHILDREN 3 TO 5 YEARS OLD 
 

As in past years, the State of Illinois is requiring all school districts to screen for potential problems in 
hearing, vision, and muscular and emotional development of preschool children.  All children must be tested 
who will be three years old by the screening dates (February 25

th
 for Apollo and March 10

th
 & 11

th
 for New 

Boston) including those children entering kindergarten in the fall.  Pre-registration for the prospective 
2010/2011 kindergarten students who will be attending Apollo will also be on February 25

th
.  Those students 

must be five years old by September 1, 2010.  Kindergarten roundups will be held at Apollo and New Boston 
at later dates that will be announced. 
 
The purpose of the screening is to enable early childhood problems to be corrected before the child enters 
school.  Even though a child was screened last year, parents are urged to have him/her screened each year 
because during the formative years children change from year to year.  There is no charge for this screening.  
If a student has already been tested this year at preschool, a screening appointment is not necessary. 
 
Screening for students who would attend Apollo will be Thursday, February 25

th
 at the Aledo United 

Methodist Church, 301 N College Ave, Aledo, IL.  In the interest of saving time and confusion, please call the 
Apollo office at 582-5350 extension 0 to set up a time for your child to be screened.  Screening for students 
who would attend New Boston will be March 10

th
 and 11

th
 at the First Baptist Church in Joy, IL.  

Appointments for this screening can be made by calling the New Boston Elementary School office at 587-
8141. 

  



February 
HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS’ INFORMATION 

High School Counselors: Ms. Hennenfent & Mrs. Jones 
 

 

Important Dates To Remember For February 2010 
February         8     Free help completing FAFSA form at Black Hawk College (1:00 p.m., building 1) 

February       11     Dismissal at 11:30 (Jr. & Sr. make college visits/work on scholarships) 

February       12     No School President’s Day (Jr. & Sr. make college visits/work on scholarships) 

February       16     FAFSA workshop for Senior Parents(6:30 p.m., Mercer County H.S. Computer Lab) 

February       26     Frank E. Smith Family Scholarship (due in counselor’s office 3:00 p.m.) 

March              1    Seniors complete FAFSA form on-line before March 1, 2010 (www.fafsa.ed.gov ) 
 

 

Students & Parents  are Encouraged to Schedule College Visits  

Now is the time to visit colleges.  Check the school calendar  in the student planner for days out of school and make 

arrangements to visit colleges.  Keep in mind that most schools are open for Saturday visits if weekday visits are not 

convenient.  Juniors are reminded that they have one excused college day second semester and seniors may have two 

excused colleges days for the year.  

No school or In-service Days are Good Days to Schedule College Visits:  Check out the following dates:  

School Improvement Day February 11, 2010   

Lincoln’s  Birthday   February  12, 2010 

Casimir Pulaski Day  March 1, 2010 

Teacher’s Institute  March 26, 2010 

College Zone……A  Trusted Site For College Information 

College Zone at www.collegezone.com  is a trusted source for college information set-up by the State of Illinois through 

the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.  Whether you’re a student or parent you will find valuable information on 

grants, scholarships, loans, financial aid, prepaid tuition, financial aid estimator, loan repayment calculator, SLOPE 

Calculator and much more.   

 

The State and Federal Aid Estimator provides an estimate of how much financial aid, including the State of Illinois’ 

Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant, may be available to help pay for college.  Results are based on estimates and may 

not reflect actual awards.  Access the calculator at www.collegezone.com.  Under Resource Center click Calculators, then 

State and Federal Aid Estimator. 

Use the State and Federal Aid Estimator to: 

 Estimate an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) for both public and private colleges. 

 See how “what –if” situations (inheritance, bonus, moving, etc.) may impact your financial aid eligibility. 

 Estimate education loan payments for Stafford, PLUS, Perkins, and others. 

 Print your own EFC (expected family contribution) report for future reference. 

 Estimate current year MAP grant eligibility. 

 Estimate current year Federal Pell grant.  

Use the Loan Repayment Calculator to estimate what a student’s monthly payments will be once they enter the 

repayment period.  The calculator can help students decide how much they should borrow based on what they 

reasonably will be able to repay once they complete their training and are working. 

 

Use the SLOPE Calculator (Student Loans Over Projected Earnings) to calculate the percentage of a borrower’s 

income that should be taken up by educational loan payments.  Experts recommend that your student loan payments 

not exceed 8% of the first-year’s income. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS’ INFORMATION Continured 
 

Upcoming Scholarship Due Dates 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegezone.com/


Post-secondary school scholarships are announced on the daily announcements as they become available.  
Scholarships may be picked-up from the counselor’s office or accessed on-line when available. 
Mellinger Foundation Scholarship Applications are due on or before May 1, 2010.  
Go on-line February 1, 2010 through May 1, 2010 to download a Mellinger Foundation Scholarship Application 
www.mellinger.org.   
Sam Walton Community Scholarship www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving  Jan 29, 2010 

Community Foundation of the Great Riverbend Scholarships www.cfgrb.org:  Feb. 1, 2010 

 Don E. And Charlotte Williams Scholarship 

 Louis F Bulechek Scholarship 

 Edwin R. Adland & Ruth H. Adland Scholarship 

 Mike Condon Memorial Scholarship 

 Great River Bend Cyclone Award Scholarship 

     (All Community Foundation Scholarships are available in the counselor’s office and must be returned to the 

Counselor’s office by Feb. 1, 2010.) 

KFC Colonel’s Scholars Program www.kfcscholars.org     Feb. 10, 2010 

Best Buy Community Scholarship  www.bestbuy.com/scholarsh                 Feb. 15, 2010 

Frank E. Smith Scholarship (available in the counselor’s office)    Feb. 26, 2010 

KFC Colonel’s Scholars Program www.kfcscholars.org               Feb. 10, 2010 

AXA Achievement Community Scholarship  www.axa-achievement.com             Feb. 15, 2010 

Best Buy  http://www.bestbuyinc.com/community_relations/scholarship.htm          Feb. 15, 2010 

Mediacom (www.mediacomworldclass.com)                Feb. 10, 2010 

FFA Scholarships (www.ffa.org)               Feb. 15, 2010 

Frank E. Smith Scholarship (available in the counselor’s office)                        Feb. 26, 2010 

Warren-Henderson Farm Bureau Ag. Scholarship (counselor’s office)                Feb. 26, 2010 

Illinois AMVETS Scholarship                Mar.  1, 2010 

Daily Iowan Scholarship (available in the counselor’s office)            Mar.  1, 2010 

Illinois AMVETS Scholarship (available in the counselor’s office)                      Mar.  1, 2010 

Illinois Odd Fellows-and Rebekahs www.ioof-il.org                         Mar.  1, 2010 

Illinois Sheriff’s Association (www.ilsheriff.org) Application available in February, due date not available at this time.) 
 

FAFSA Workshop for Senior Parents February 16th 
February 16, 2010 (6:30 p.m., Mercer County High School Computer Lab) 

Reduce the frustration of filling out the FAFSA form for college by completing your 2009 taxes prior to February 16th.  

Then join Joanne Dye and Melissa Flowers at 6:30 p.m., on Tuesday, February 16th.  Joanne is a financial aid director at 

Black Hawk College and Melissa Flowers works for the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.  Joanne and Melissa will 

work with students and parents so the FAFSA application is submitted on-line.    

 

Call the high school (582-2223 ext. 3) to reserve a computer as space is limited.   (Please bring the following items with 

you to complete the FAFSA on-line:  a copy of parent’s & student’s tax return, W-2 forms, and social security numbers.) 
 

Free  Financial Aid Assistance For Seniors  (1:00 p.m., Sunday,  February 8
th

, 2010) 

Need money for college?  Black Hawk College can help.  Come to College Goal Sunday at 1:00 p.m., Sunday, 
February 8th.  College Goal Sunday is a free workshop that will help families complete the 2009-2010 Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). This form is required for state and federal assistance at most 
post-secondary schools.  The event will be in the lower lobby in Building 1 at the college’s Quad-Cities 
Campus, 6600 34th Ave., Moline.  Free parking will be available in the lot off 70th Street. 
 

Students and their families should bring their 2009 federal 1040 tax forms, W2s, statement of untaxed income 
for 2009, and their driver’s license or ID card.  For more information, contact the Black Hawk College Financial 
Aid Office at (309) 796-5400. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS’ INFORMATION Continued 
 

http://www.mellinger.org/
http://www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving
http://www.cfgrb.org/
http://www.kfcscholars.org/
http://www.bestbuy.com/scholarsh
http://www.kfcscholars.org/
http://www.axa-achievement.com/
http://www.bestbuyinc.com/community_relations/scholarship.htm
http://www.mediacomworldclass.com/
http://www.ffa.org/
http://www.ioof-il.org/
http://www.ilsheriff.org/


 
 

Seniors  Post-secondary Up-date 
1. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronic worksheet as soon as possible in 

January or February.  Parents/students are encouraged to use the FAFSA worksheet when filing the FAFSA form 

on-line at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  (Note:  If a web site is charging a fee to complete the FAFSA, it is not the 

official government site.  There should not be a fee for filing a FAFSA form.) 
2. Seniors wanting help with grants and financial aid should make an appointment to meet with the counselor before 

February 16, 2010. 

3. Seniors should collect scholarship recommendations from teachers and community members prior to February 10, 

2010.   

4. Several colleges have stated that they will not accept applications after late February 2010 since they currently 

have a limited number of openings for fall 2010.  Seniors should have all college applications submitted no later 

than February 27, 2010. 

5. Since housing will be limited at most colleges, seniors should notify colleges in February and state their plans.  

Students should then make a housing deposit in about four to six weeks. 

6. Seniors planning to enter the workforce immediately after high school should be completing job applications and 

setting up interviews during late February and early March.   

7. Several colleges allow seniors to take the ACT on campus, with the understanding that the ACT scores 
are only valid at that school.  Seniors may take advantage of this opportunity to raise ACT scores so 
they are eligible for admission or scholarships at that college. 

8. Seniors please stop by the counselor’s office in February if you are interested in an apprenticeship program. 

9. Seniors are encouraged to stop by the counselor’s office for help in developing a post-secondary plan for next fall. 

10. Parents are encouraged to call the counselor’s office if they have any questions concerning their student’s post-

secondary plans. (Phone 582-2223 ext.3) 

11. Parents/students are encouraged to visit the following web site: www.collegezone.com   

 
For additional scholarship information and searches, visit the following web sites: 

2. College Zone  www.collegezone.com                        6.  Sallie Mae – www.salliemae.com 

3. Fastweb-financial aid- www.fastweb.com                  7.  Financial Aid - www.finaid.org  

4. Scholarship Aide- www.scholaraid.com  

5. Plato- www.plato.org  
 
 

 

Juniors Take Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE) 
All Mercer County High School juniors will take the Prairie State Achievement Exam at Mercer County High School on 

the mornings of April 28 & 29, 2010.  On day one students will take the ACT test.  Day two of the PSAE incorporates 

two WorkKey’s assessments along with an Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) developed component consisting of 

writing and science.   

 
 

All Juniors Register in March for the PSAE and the ACT.       
Families are encouraged to research schools prior to mid-March so the appropriate school codes are recorded on the ACT 

preregistration form.  The state of Illinois will pay to have four schools receive each students ACT test scores. Keep in mind that many 

post-secondary schools require ACT scores as part of the application process for admission.  If students need additional schools to 

receive test scores the cost will range from $7.00 to $30.00 for each school that needs a score report. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS’ INFORMATION Continued 
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Juniors Prepare for the ACT  
It is highly recommend that juniors prepare for the ACT.  The following is a list of suggestions for juniors as they prepare 

to take the ACT: 

1. Use the ACT study booklet given to students in February during English III.  (Sample questions and answers are 

included in the ACT study booklet.) 

2. Contact the local library for additional ACT study materials. 

3. Buy an ACT Study Guide from a bookstore. 

4. Contact the  high school librarian for an ACT computerized program.  (May be checked out or used at school.) 

5. Request the high school librarian to order ACT study materials through the inter loan library system. 

6. Take an ACT prep class. (Suggestions are listed below.)   
 

 

ACT Prep Class 

Mercer County High School ACT Prep Class ($50)  

 Nine consecutive Saturdays (starts  January 30
th

-March 27
th

) call 582-2223 (ext. 3) 

Black Hawk College ACT Prep Class  
Contact 755-2200 for more information. 

Project Excel (Cost Varies) (about $20 per hour) 

 Marguerite Kruse offers private and small group ACT prep sessions.   

Contact Marguerite at 593-9100 (Sherrard) 

Sylvan Learning Center (about $600 for a 24 hour program)  

Contact 563-359-1001 for more information. 
 

 

Juniors Research & Develop Post-secondary Plans in February and March 

Melissa Flowers is a representative from the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.  Melissa will work with the high 

school counselors to help juniors develop post-secondary plans during February and March.  Juniors will work on post-

secondary plans every other Monday starting February 1,
  
during English class.  Juniors will take career interest 

inventories, review their PLAN, EXPLORE and ASVAB test data, research post-secondary schools on-line for chosen 

career field(s), complete sample college/job applications, review the FAFSA application process and visit numerous 

websites to assist with scholarships, loans and grants. 

Parents are encouraged to discuss post-secondary plans with their student and help narrow the post-secondary search to 

three schools, plus help students with the job application process.   The graduating class of 2011 should plan to submit 

post-secondary schools & job applications starting September 2010.  The following suggestions are listed to help students 

and parents develop post-secondary plans:  

1.  Compare the results of different career interest inventories. 

2.  Research post-secondary schools on-line for chosen career fields. 

3. Arrange post-secondary visits with schools of interest. 

4. Compile a list of local scholarships & collect applications to review scholarship criteria. 

5. Prepare for the ACT which all juniors take on April 28, 2010 at Mercer County High School. 

6. If entering the job market after high school start researching jobs and contacting employers. 

7. Make arrangements to job shadow a career of interest or volunteer your time. 

8. Seek information on vocational training & apprenticeship programs. 

Meet with college representatives in February, March & April as they visit the high school. 

Access the following websites as post-secondary plans are developed: 

www.collegezone.com (Illinois Student Assistance Commission) 

www.collegeboard.com (College Planning Resources)  www.irs.gov (Educational Tax Credit and Benefits)  

www.irs.gov (Educational Tax Credit and Benefits)      www.fastweb.com (Private Scholarship Search site) 

 www.ute4xas/index.html (List of Colleges and universities )     

www.vocationalschools.com  (Vocational Schools )   www.jobcorps.dol.gov (Job Corp) 

www.todaysmilitary.com/   or    www.armedforcescareers.com/ (Military) 

www.peacecorps.gov (Peace Corp)    www.collegeview.com (College View) 
 

 

http://www.collegezone.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.ors.gov/
http://www.ors.gov/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.ute4xas/index.html
http://www.vocationalschools.com/
http://www.jobcorps.dol.gov/
http://www.todaysmilitary.com/
http://www.armedforcescareers.com/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/
http://www.collegeview.com/

